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Ming China’s Plan of Military Cooperation with Siam
to Mount a Naval Invasion of any of the Main Islands
of Japan in 1592

Zheng Jiexi

In the last decade of the 16th century, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, the regent of
Japan, led a newly unified Japan on two invasions of the Joseon Kingdom in
Korea, known as Japanese invasions of Korea (1592 —1598), with the professed
goal of eventually conquering Ming Dynasty China. Though the Koreans were
heavily defeated in the beginning, the Japanese troops did not reach beyond the
peninsula, for the king of Korea required Ming, his suzerain state for military
intervention, and Ming Emperor Wanli sent his expeditionary forces to Korean
peninsula later in 1592 to fight the Japanese troops. As a result, Korean peninsula
became a battlefield for a larger international conflict among Ming China, Joseon
Kingdom and Japan. However, much more people and states, such as the
Jurchens who were living in Manchuria, the Portuguese who were living in
Macau at that time, and the Ryukyu Kingdom and the Siam Kingdom, were
involved in Japanese invasions of Korea. For Ming China tried to carry out its
military cooperation with them to fight against Japanese invaders more effectively.
Though it was not executed at last, Ming China’s plan of military cooperation
with Siam to mount a naval invasion of any of the main islands of Japan has a
special meaning at that time.

Key Words; Ming Dynasty China; Toyotomi Hideyoshi; Joseon Kingdom;
Ming China’s plan of military cooperation with Siam to mount a naval invasion of

any of the main islands of Japan; Xiao Yan
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