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Research on the historical development of the
ancient Chinese word:keyi( ] L))

Kang Zhendong, Wang Jian

(College of Literature, Liaoning Normal University, Dalian 116081, China)

Abstract; Ke(7]) and Keyi(A] ) are important words of modern Chinese, meaning several different
grammatical meanings. The source of its grammatical meaning can be traced back to ancient Chinese. The
auxiliary verb Keyi comes from the syntactic structure of “Ke(auxiliaries) + Yi(mediated)”. In the pro-
cessing of its formation, its syntactic position, semantic relations of before and after components, human
reanalysis of cognitive psychology and other factors are important mechanism of grammaticalization of
keyi. Keyi as early as in ancient times has been solidified into words, so it is difficult to explore its forma-
tion and development process. If we can use a variety of analytical methods to discuss this issue compre-
hensively, it is meaningful for both ancient Chinese studies and modern Chinese research.

Key words: history of Chinese grammar; Keyi(A] ]); grammaticalization
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