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Reflection on the Notions of Ware, Porcelain and China
from a Cross-cultural Perspective

CAI Qian
( College of Chinese Language and Literature, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract; In British literature of the 17th and 18th century, ware, porcelain and china had the same signified notions, but there
were still subtle differences and connections among them. An investigation from a cross — cultural perspective is to reflect the ety-
mology and meaning of these three words in historical context, showing that importation and imitation of porcelain from China had
changed their original notions in the English langnage, and signifying their notions of modernization.

Key words: ware, porcelain and china; cross — cultural perspective; historical context; modernization
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An Interpretation of the Term Xiao-zi in Ancient Literature

CHEN Guang-tian
( College of Chinese Language and Literature, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract; The term Xiao —zi was often found in the inscriptions on bones or tortoise and ancient bronze objects, and its meaning
is still in dispute in the academia. Generally, the meaning of Xiao — zi varies in different times and context. It may mean a mod-
est appellation, the patriarch of a small clan, a follower or a title of government official. With time going by, the early meanings
of Xiao —zi gradually disappeared, but new meanings were produced.

Key words: Xiao —zi; the patriarch of a small clan; follower
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