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A Review of Ancient Chinese Discourse Studies
GUO Haifang
(College of humanities , Henan Institute of Science and Technology , Xinxiang 453003, China)

Abstract : This paper briefly introduces the present situation of the study of ancient Chinese discourse from three as-
pects: Firstly , study of Chinese traditional discourse theory ;this stage mainly focused on the exploration to the “In-
troduction” theory of discourse within “Carving a Dragon at a Core of Literature ” , “ Grammar Talk from Mr. Ma o
Names” . Secondly, study on the discourse structure of ancient Chinese ;this stage is mainly based on the theory of
thematic structure which included “Royal Secretary” ,“The Book of Chang” and the other specific style of argumen-
tative and historical biography. And finally the paper analyzes the problems existing in the study of ancient Chinese
discourse ,and puts forward some suggestions for future research.

Key words: Ancient Chinese ;discourse structure ; cohesion ;discourse theory
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