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Semantic Function Types of Changing the Part of Word Meaning
through Tone in Chinese

CAO Huiping

(College of Chinese Language and Literature , Capital Normal University Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract : It is a distinctive feature of the Chinese language that change the part of speech or word meaning through

tone. This feature suggests that the ancient Chinese syntax also had inflected forms. This article explored the classifi-

cation and sources of morphological changes in ancient Chinese, analyzed its semantic function type :like nominaliza-

tion function ,increasing the price function,complete body functionand the orientation of its actions.

Key words :change the part of word meaning through tone ;inflected forms ;semantic function types
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