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An Investigation of the Usage of the Adverbs Indicating “ Gradual Change”
in the Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern Dynasties
Niu Liya

Abstract; Based on an exhaustive statistic and analysis on the adverbs indicating “gradual change” in 11
documents of the Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern dynasties, this paper points out that during this period,
there are many adverbs indicating “gradual change” , including both disyllabic and monosyllabic adverbs, but
the disyllabic began to occupy the dominant. In terms of origin and morphology, most of the monosyllabic
words in this category came from the grammaticalization of the vector verbs. Among the disyllabic adverbs,
geminate form occupies a big portion, the phenomenon of the internal apperception is also obvious.

Key words ; adverbs indicating “ gradual change” ; Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern dynasties; the histo-
ry of Chinese languege
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