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An Analysis of Sign Language Legalization in Foreign Countries

LIN Hao, WEI Dan, ZHAO Ronghui

Abstract; Language legalization is the highest form of language policy and language
planning. However, due to the particularity of sign language and the neglect of the deaf
people by the main stream society, few research has covered sign language legalization.
This paper makes a statistical analysis that up to 2016, 12 countries had acknowledged
their respective national sign language at the constitutional level, while 36 countries had
legalized their sign languages at other levels, such as specific sign language laws, laws
included in general language laws, educational laws and protective laws for the disabled.

This paper first describes and analyzes different levels and contents of legalization, then
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discusses the background and content of sign language legalization. It is found that
legalization is influenced by language policy and understanding of sign language in
different countries. Moreover, the effect of sign language policy enforcement is influenced
by the comprehensive strength of the countries. It is argued that China needs to legalize
Chinese sign language and makes appropriate language planning according to the national
conditions.

Keywords: sign language; legalization; Chinese sign language; language policy
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